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Ray Of Hope 

Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.” 

(Isaiah 56:7) 

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-seventh year of Min-
istry. MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,   

make disciples of every person everywhere.   
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19) 
“This is the time we need to shine.”  

“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”   
Veronica Floyd, Moderator 

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor 

A very special welcome to our visitors.    
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.   

Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ     
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE – 2011) 

 

Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel com-

fortable.  We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite 

you to share in our joy!  After the Worship  Service, please join us for a time of re-

freshments and sharing. 

May 24, 2020 Ascension Sunday, Year A   
 

“Monday will be the nation's 155th Memorial Day. The holiday was first observed in Wa-

terloo, NY in 1866. Let's take a moment on Monday to remember our fallen servicemen 

and women who sacrificed their lives to protect our freedoms and our security.”   

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 

 
Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient 

ecumenical consensus.   St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk 
and theologian, described it as 

“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.” 

Scripture Readings for this worship event:   

 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 118 

Psalm: Psalm 47 selected verses in this bulletin  

Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 192  

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 NRSV 2ND Testament page 34                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                             
*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the 

“New” Testament.  The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are 

found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament 

numbers are found in the later portion.  If this confuses you just 

ask someone around you to assist you.  Thank you.   
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First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 118 

In the first book, (the Gospel of Luke) Theophilus, 

I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was 

taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles whom he had chosen.  He presented himself 

alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing 

to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 

God.  While meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart 

from Jerusalem, but to wait for " the promise of the Father  

about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spir-

it." 

 

When they had gathered together they asked him, 

"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Isra-

el?"   He answered them, " It is not for you to know the 

times or seasons  that God has established by God’s own 

authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon you,  and you will be my witnesses beginning in 

Jerusalem,  throughout Judea and Samaria,  and to the 

ends of the earth." 

 

When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted 

up, and a cloud took him from their sight.  While they were 

looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men 

dressed in white garments stood beside them.  They said, 

"Men of Galilee,  why are you standing there looking at the 

sky?  This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

will return in the same way as you have seen him going 

into heaven." 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 47 selected verses  

R. Alleluia. God mounts the throne of the Universe to 

shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of 

gladness, for the LORD, the Most High, the awesome One. 

R. Alleluia. God mounts the throne of the Universe to 

shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
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God mounts the throne amid shouts of joy;  the LORD, amid 

trumpet blasts.  Sing praise to God, sing praise; 

sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

R. Alleluia. God mounts the throne of the Universe to 

shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

For God is king of all the earth; sing hymns of praise. 

God reigns over the nations, God sits upon the holy throne. 

R. Alleluia. God mounts the throne of the Universe to 

shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23 NRSV 2nd Test. Pg. 192  
17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 

know God, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 

you may know what is the hope to which God has called you, 

what are the riches of the glorious inheritance among the 

saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of God’s 

power for us who believe, according to the working of 

God’s great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ 

when God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at God’s 

own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 

is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
22 And God has put all things under Chrst’s feet and has made 

him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, 

the fullness of God who fills all in all. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 NRSV 2ND Testament page 34                                                                                                            

 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 

which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said 

to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” 
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Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon: Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, Pastor  

————————————NOTES——————————— 

NOTICE the demonstration of what our own transformed bod-

ies will do.  The connection between the “Rapture” event, the 

resurrection of the bodies of all believers and the transfor-

mation of the living believers when Jesus comes to gather be-

lievers out of the earth, is undeniable.  Jesus is born a babe in 

Bethlehem, lives a truly human life, the Spirit of God and the 

Person of God live within Him and direct his ways, He dies.  

God raises Jesus with a transformed body.  In this body Jesus 

is really known and present on the earth for at least 40 days of 

record.  Then, it is taken up, caught up, raptured to the right 

hand of God. 

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not 

yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He 

is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

1 Corthinthans 15:50-54 Our Final Victory 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 

the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 

must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on 

incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall 

be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swal-

lowed up in victory.” 

The two messengers of God say to the Apostles and Disciples: 

This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

will return in the same way as you have seen him going into 

heaven." (Acts 1:11) ...from this mountain, to return to this 

place as prophesied. 

Isaiah 25:6-9New King James Version (NKJV) 
6 And in this mountain 

The Lord of hosts will make for all people a feast of choice 

pieces, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
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of well-refined wines on the lees. 
7 And He will destroy on this mountain the surface of the cover-

ing cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all na-

tions. 
8 He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe 

away tears from all faces; the rebuke of His people He will take 

away from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken. 
9 And it will be said in that day: “Behold, this is our God; we 

have waited for Him, and He will save us.  This is the Lord; 

we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His sal-

vation.” 

 

Mark 16:61-64 
61 But Jesus kept silent and answered nothing. 

Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, “Are You the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  62 Jesus said, “I am. And you 

will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, 

and coming with the clouds of heaven.”  63 Then the high priest 

tore his clothes and said, “What further need do we have of 

witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you 

think?”  And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 

 

In the first reading Luke, the author of Acts, indicated there 

was “instruction” and all that Jesus taught during these forty 

days and speaking about the kingdom of God. Then the text 

says “While meeting with them…”  We do not have the manu-

scripts of this instruction. 

What we do have is the entire “New Testament.”  While it is 

certain the NT is not a transcription of every instruction given 

by Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, and / or by the Apostles it is cer-

tain that within it we have an instruction book for us who are 

the new dispensation, the Church.   

 

We also have Oral Tradition.  We rely on the printed word in 

the 21st Century so much that it is hard to imagine society 

without it.  Before education was made available to everyone 

we know the written word was passed from place to place by 

the professional work of scribes.  It seems being able to read 

written text was the skill of professional people, people who 



6 

6 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Bible Enrichment Session  Tuesday May 19,  6:30 PM    

May 31 Pentecost Sunday 

had education available to them.  Oral Tradition was consid-

ered as sacred as Written Tradition.  One’s skill at teaching 

orally to the people was the measure as to raise one to task of 

being the “Rabi” or “Teacher.”  Oral Tradition was very depend-

ent on the gift of the Holy Spirit, and more specifically the 

“baptism of the Holy Spirit.” 

Notice the baptism  of the Holy Spirit is referred to as “the 

promise of the Father” or the Holy Spirit is the promise and the 

experience is to be completely immersed, involved, indwelling. 

Do not begin to witness until you receive the Holy Spirit. 

The second reading begins to unfold for us what the Holy Spirit 

gives to the Church: wisdom, revelation, the ability to come to 

know Jesus, and understand our own futures as persons who 

have been born, will die, and will be raised up just exactly as 

we have seen Jesus do.  One of the promises is the Holy Spirit 

helps us to know Jesus. We do not know figures, persons, in 

the human story.  Jesus is actually with us: “I am with you al-

ways, to the end of the age.” Matt 28:20 

Finally, a word about the kingdom.  1Corinthians 10:32 three 

distinct groups in Scripture: Jews, Gentiles, Church. 

Lord, is this the time you are going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel? The Messianic Kingdom was promised to people of Is-

rael, the Jewish People.  That promise is not cancelled.  The 

Church will assist Jesus and King David with the government 

but the promise will be fulfilled.  When? When?  WAIT, WHEN? 
29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those 

things which are revealed belong to us and to our children for-

ever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut. 29:29) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS 

General Offering for last week;  Worship May 3, 2020—  

$88.00  Attendance– 5.    Lisa Frost donated $900.00 for the 

Fire Alarm cellular communicator.  For all these gifts we give 

thanks and praise. 
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule 
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM – 380 W. First St. Parson-
age/Monastery .  Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26  is our con-
tact name.  Sign on by 10:15 AM. 
Syracuse Worship- looking for a host in Syracuse. For more 

information Click Here. 

Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parson-
age /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26 is our 
contact name.  Sign on by 6:15 PM.  Click Here. 
** to call the Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374* 

Visitors:  Please feel free to fill out the information slip below 

and place it in the collection plate.  Please indicate any special 

needs you may have.  All information will be used for church 

purposes only. 

Name:  _________________ 
Phone:__________________ 

Email Address:  ______________________ 

___I would like to be included on the church Email list. 

___I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor. 

Policy Concerning Minors at Events 

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth 

and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We 

endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all 

children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at 

Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our 

web site;  http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm. 

Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return. 

NOTE:  On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony 

and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II 

retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name 

in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict. 

The Chapel will not be open to the public  at this time as we try to 

do out part to stop the spread of COVID-19.  However, all of our 

regular services will be available live on Skype.  To get the infor-

mation on how to use Skype to participate with us Click Here.. As 

soon as the ban on group meeting in New York State is lifted the 

chapel will be reopened.  

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Location.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/view.htm
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Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose 

 

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith 
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to: 

 

• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation 
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual 
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry 
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their fami-
lies and friends, 

 

• declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex 
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are 
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy 
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and het-
erosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own 
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the 
world, 

 

• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian  
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break 
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

 

• change the world around us by living Gospel principles of 
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms 
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and 
misogyny,  
 

• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return  
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community 
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and 
peace for all God’s People and the universe. 

—————————————————————— 

Visit us on line: 

Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com 
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs 

————Scripture verses to share with others:——— 

 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.. 
 

John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have 
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to 
life already. 
 

Romans 10:13  “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
       (repeated @ Joel 2:32;  Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.   
 “Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quot-
ed, so all persons who call on God shall be saved. 
 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

(Isaiah 43:19 ESV) 
“Behold, I make all things new.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com
http://www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs

